[image: image1.jpg]Federation House 10 Vyse Street
Birmingham B18 6LT

T: +44 (0)121 237 1123
F: +44 (0)121 237 1124
E: info@sea.org.uk
W: www.sea.org.uk




4 | Page

 Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 23rd April 2013 at 11.00am in the Board Room of Federation House, 10 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LT.

	Present:
	Andrew Bartlett
	Anopol Ltd

	
	Cathy Phillips
	Rolls Royce plc

	
	David Cass
	Anopol Ltd

	
	John McAlinden
	HSE 

	
	John Oliver
	Anochrome Group

	
	Lee Cooper
	MacDermid Ltd (BSTSA)

	
	Dave Othen
	Environment Agency

	
	Paul Smith
	HSE

	
	Richard Woodward
	Schloetter (BSTSA)

	
	William Smith
	Zinc Information Centre

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Adrian Walker
	Rimex Ltd

	
	Bill Southworth
	BSTSA

	
	Chris Brookes
	TWB Finishing

	
	Chris Taylor
	Vitreous Enamel Association

	
	Jan Hughes
	Poeton Industries

	
	Lee Grant
	Stainless Plating

	
	Malcolm Griffiths
	AdQual

	
	Mervyn Brown
	Haven Environmental

	
	Neil Goodlad
	Environment Agency

	
	Paul Burke
	Texturing Technology

	
	Paul Handley
	Heat Treatment 2000 Ltd (CHTA)

	
	Paul Lansdell
	Hart Materials (IMF)

	
	Roger Hooper
	Nickel Institute

	
	Wieslaw Piatkiewicz
	ICDA

	
	William Southall
	Frost Electroplating

	
	
	

	In attendance:
	David Elliott
	SEA/Secretary/Acting Chairman


________________________________________________________________________________________
	Actions
	Min 01/13 Apologies

As listed above.



	
	Min 02/13 Approval of Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the acting Chairman.


	
	Min 03/13 Matters Arising

The Chairman asked for confirmation that Paul (HSE) had responded to the query regarding sensitizers under Seveso III (COMAH) and he received a positive response.


	Actions


	Min 04/13 Correspondence
We have received the following correspondence:

1 – Notification from the DEFRA of a package of amendments to the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010. Full details at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2013/02/07/env-permitting-1302/
2 – Notification from the HSE of the ECHA consultation on the proposed harmonised classifications of Sulfoxaflor (a pesticide) and 1,2-epoxybutane (stabiliser for chlorinated hydrocarbon solvents). Full details can be found at http://echa.europa.eu/harmonised-classification-and-labelling-consultation
3 – Notification from the Environment Agency of its revised “Sampling and testing of waste for landfill” guidance. Full details at:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/108918.aspx
4 – Notification from ECHA of the launch of the classification and labelling IT platform.
http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/information-on-chemicals/cl-inventory-database
5 – Notification from ECHA of the 4th recommendation for inclusion in the authorisation list.

 http://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list/previous-recommendations/4th-recommendation
6 – Notification from the Carbon Trust of the launch of their Water Standard. Full details at:
http://www.carbontrust.com/client-services/footprinting/footprint-certification/carbon-trust-water-standard
7 – Notification from DEFRA of the publication of the Environmental Permitting (England & Wales)(Amendment) Regulations 2013 (SI 2013 No. 390). Full details at:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/search?title=&year=2013&number=390&type=uksi
8 – Notification from HSE of the revised REACH fees. Full details at:
http://echa.europa.eu/en/view-article/-/journal_content/title/reach-fee-regulation-updated-lower-amounts-for-smes
9 – Notification from DECC of European Commission call for evidence for the EU ETS 2014 Carbon Leakage Review.
10 – Notification from ECHA of the proposal to include 10 new substances in the SVHC list. The proposal includes both cadmium and cadmium oxide. Full details at: 

http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/proposals-to-identify-substances-of-very-high-concern
11 – Notification from DEFRA of the LAPPC and LA-IPPC Fees and Charges Schemes for 2013/14.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/charges-risk/
12 – Notification from the European Commission of a number of public consultations being issued. Full details of all Commission consultations can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice
13 – Notification from the HSE of proposed substance harmonised classifications under the 6thATP to the CLP Regualtion. All proposed classifications have been subject to public consultation.

14 - Notification from the HSE of the ECHA consultation on the proposed harmonised classifications of bifenazate (a pesticide), Direct Blue FC 57087 (textile dye) and triflusulfuron (a herbicide) . Full details can be found at http://echa.europa.eu/harmonised-classification-and-labelling-consultation
15 – Notification from the USA that NASF are continuing with their legal challenge to the new EPA Chromium Air Rule. Full details at: 

http://www.pfonline.com/news/nasf-continues-to-challenge-epa-chromium-air-rule
16 – Notification from DEFRA of the publication of revised process guidance notes. Full details at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance/
17 – Notification from the EA regarding the duty to notify POP stockpiles. Full details will appear in the next Newsletter.



	Actions


	Min 05/13 REACH & GHS

The Chairman informed the Committee that the European Union had now agreed to ECHA’s proposal to subject a number of substances to the authorisation process under REACH. Under the current timetable the last application date for an authorisation to use Trichloroethylene will be 21st October 2014 with a sunset date of 21st April 2016. Applications for an authorisation can of course be made after the 21st October 2014 but use must stop after 21st April 2016 if an authorisation has not been granted.
In the case of chromium trioxide, chromic acid and a number of other chromates widely used in our industry, the last application date is 21st March 2016 with a sunset date of 21st September 2017. So unless an authorisation is in place, it will be illegal to continue to use these substances after 21st September 2017. 

The SEA have been assisting ECHA in revising the REACH Guidance for Downstream Users but will still feel that the document is far too long and complicated for SMEs to understand. The new draft document is 118 pages long.

We are continuing our advocacy levels and are trying to persuade the two chromium consortia to join together in respect of applying for authorisation.



	
	Min 06/13 Industrial Emissions Directive (formerly IPPC) 

It is expected that the revision of the BREF document for the Surface Treatment of Metals & Plastics (STM) will take place during 2016 with the revised document being published towards he end of 2017. Implementation of any new BREF conditions would then be expected by 2021 at site level.

Min 07/13 HSE matters
John McAlinden gave a presentation to members of the Committee updating them on the results of the biological monitoring programme and the activities that would follow on from the programme. The presentation will be uploaded to the SEA website and will also be available from the SEA office. The joint guidance documents will need to be revised to take into account the findings of the study and any comments would be welcomed.
Paul Smith reported that the fee for intervention scheme doesn’t appear to be causing any significant issues and this was echoed by William Smith who stated that a survey of their members had shown similar findings. The FFI scheme is expected to raise £37m in the first 12 month period but a maximum of £23m could be returned by the HSE with the rest going to the Treasury. 

John Oliver asked if anyone knew of plans by the Fire Service to introduce charges for the work that they carried out. The Fire Service already charge for non fire fighting activities but no one was aware of any plans to start charging industry.

The Chairman asked on behalf of a member company for clarification that COMAH registered sites where exempt from the NAMOS (Notification and marking of sites) Regulations. This does appear to be the case but checks will be made to confirm this.

	
	Min 08/13 BERR (DTI) & DEFRA

The Chairman informed the Committee that the introduction of the new Climate Change Agreements was proving to be very time consuming and error prone. The EA had sent new agreements to all participants via email but had not copied in the sector associations. Many companies claimed that they had not received their agreements and we then had to refer this back to the EA for them to reissue the original agreements. The Chairman had requested a meeting with the EA CCA Team in February only to be told that he would have to wait until at least May before this would be possible. Many of the problems that the Chairman foresaw and wanted to alert the EA to are now happening.


	
	Min 09/13 Environment Agency Matters

Dave Othen had kindly agreed to stand in for Neil Goodlad at short notice. He informed the committee that the Environmental Permitting Regulations implementing the European Industrial Emissions Directive had now been completed. Full text of the legislation can be found at:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/390/contents/made
Surface treatments activities are unchanged by the new regulations but there are some new activities related to the handling of waste and some descriptions of activities have changed. Permit variations because of these changes will be issued over the next few months by the EA at no cost to the operators. There have been a few changes to subsistence rates associated with the activity changes but again, there will be no cost to the operators during this year.

Surface treatments are covered under the Metals Sector Plan and this has now been signed off and highlights the main areas of concern regarding environmental performance. Surface treatment activities don’t feature very much in the sector plan as they tend to be some of the best performers (there are around 40 permitted surface treatment sites in the West Midlands and almost 90% have an A performance rating). William Smith asked if the focus would be on the poorer performers, the D, E & Fs and this was confirmed but all permit holders would be visited as it was felt that all sites had scope for some further improvements.



	
	Min 10/13 Specialist Reports

10.1
Zinc
William Smith informed the Committee of the European Commissions plan for a single market for green products. Full details at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/smgp/index.htm
10.2
Nickel.  
The Chairman gave the Committee and overview of the presentation given by Stork at the recent CETS meeting regarding the SCOEL proposals to lower the exposure limits for nickel by a factor of 90%. This would take the limits below background levels.
10.3
Chromium / PFOS / COMAH

Nothing further to add
10.4
Waste Treatment 

Nothing to report
10.5
Organic Coatings
Nothing further to add


	
	Min 11/13 Association / Institute reports

11.1
BSTSA
Nothing further to report
11.2
IMF
Nothing further to report
11.3
IVE
Nothing further to report
11.4
CHTA

Nothing to report


	Actions
	Min 12/13 Any other business

The Chairman informed the Committee that the SEA Conference would take place on Friday 18th October 2013 at the Marriott Forest of Arden Hotel. He also informed the Committee that a workshop on the Biological Monitoring Programme and proposed new guidance would be held at Federation House on 27th June.


	
	Min 13/13 Dates of next meetings
23rd July 2013

22nd October 2013


Signed

…………………………………………………………………………       
  Date   ……………………………

Chairman
DE/10//12






