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 Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 23rd July 2013 at 11.00am in the Diamond Suite of Federation House, 10 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LT.

	Present:
	Bill Southworth
	BSTSA

	
	Chris Taylor
	Vitreous Enamel Association

	
	Jan Hughes
	Poeton Industries

	
	John Oliver
	Anochrome Group

	
	Lee Cooper
	MacDermid Ltd (BSTSA)

	
	Mervyn Brown
	Haven Environmental

	
	Neil Goodlad
	Environment Agency

	
	Paul Smith
	HSE

	
	Ron Read
	Institute of Materials Finishing

	
	William Smith
	Zinc Information Centre

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Adrian Walker
	Rimex Ltd

	
	Cathy Phillips
	Rolls Royce

	
	Chris Brookes
	TWB Finishing

	
	David Cass
	Anopol Ltd

	
	John McAlindon
	HSE Bootle

	
	Lee Grant
	Stainless Plating

	
	Malcolm Griffiths
	AdQual

	
	Paul Burke
	Texturing Technology

	
	Paul Handley
	Heat Treatment 2000 Ltd (CHTA)

	
	Paul Lansdell
	Hart Materials (IMF)

	
	Peter Atkinson
	Dowding & Mills

	
	Richard Woodward
	Schloetter (BSTSA Reserve)

	
	Roger Hooper
	Nickel Institute

	
	Wieslaw Piatkiewicz
	ICDA

	
	William Southall
	Frost Electroplating

	
	
	

	In attendance:
	David Elliott
	SEA/Secretary/Acting Chairman


________________________________________________________________________________________
	Actions
	Min 14/13 Apologies

As listed above.



	
	Min 15/13 Approval of Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the acting Chairman.


	
	Min 16/13 Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that were not covered by the agenda.


	Actions


	Min 17/13 Correspondence
We have received the following correspondence:

1 – Notification from the European Commission regarding an amendment to Annex XIV of the REACH Regulation. Full details at: 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:108:0001:0005:EN:PDF
2 – Notification from the HSE of the ECHA consultation on the proposed harmonised classifications of disodium octaborate and boric acid. Full details can be found at http://echa.europa.eu/harmonised-classification-and-labelling-consultation
3 – Notification from the HSE that they have completed the update of their GHS, CLP and CHIP websites. Full details at: http://www.hse.gov.uk/chemical-classification/index.htm
4 – Notification from the HSE of the publication by the European Commission of the 4th ATP to the CLP Regulations. Full details at:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:149:0001:0059:EN:PDF
5 – Notification from the Environment Agency (EA) of their proposal to use Environmental Improvement Unit Charge (EIUC) Funds to implement measures to address unsustainable water abstraction. Full details at:
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/water/135345.aspx
6 – Notification from the EA of the outcome of the Government’s spending review. Full details at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/spending-round-2013
7 – Notification from EA of “bogus” inspectors. This is covered in item 22 of the agenda.
8 – Notification from Product Finishing of $81 million judgement regarding “poisoning” of national guardsmen in Iraq by sodium dichromate. Full story at:
http://www.pfonline.com/news/judge-affirms-81-million-judgment-against-company-in-hex-chrome-case
9 – Notification from HSE regarding the transposition of the Electromagnetic Fields Directive.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/radiation/nonionising/directive.htm
10 – Notification from European Commission regarding the proposed work programme for the development of BREF documents under the Industrial Emissions Directive. Full details at:
http://www.fmmi.at/uploads/media/Work_programme_final__clean_.doc.pdf
11 – Letter from the Industrial Emissions Alliance to the European Commission, DG Environment regarding proposed draft guidance for baseline reports under the Industrial Emissions Directive.
12 – Notification from the HSE of three consultations to review the ACOPs (Approved Code of Practice) for the control of legionella, COSHH and DESAR. Full details at:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/live.htm
13 – Notification from DEFRA regarding the Global Mercury Treaty. Full details at:
http://www.mercurynetwork.org.uk/minamata-convention-agreed-by-nations/
14 – Request from the Nickel Institute for data on exposure to nickel substances in our sector. Paul Smith confirmed that HSE had been approached as well.
15 – Notification from DEFRA of a review of the process guidance notes for powder coating PG6/31. Full details at 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/review-pg-notes/
16 – Notification from a number of companies regarding the proposed change to the classification of nitric acid. Full response from EA / HSE in item 22 of the agenda. 


	Actions


	Min 18/13 REACH & GHS

The Chairman informed the Committee that the German Consortium, Vecco eV http://www.vecco.de/ had begun a legal challenge to the European Commission’s listing of chromium trioxide for authorisation. They are arguing that the data presented by the German Authorities to ECHA, when analysed by German statistical experts, shows that risks are properly controlled and that there would be no real benefit in terms of improved human health and environmental protection. Therefore an exemption under article 58-2 should be granted.
The cross sector REACH group is working closely with BIS – the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and has received feedback from the recent Enterprise SME Policy Group (ESPG) on REACH & CLP (overview of last meeting attached to minutes). It appears that there is beginning to be a realisation amongst regulators that perhaps authorisation is not the best route to take when trying to achieve the aims and objectives under REACH.

Feedback from a recent REACH workshop at Rolls Royce tends to suggest that cadmium and cadmium oxide will not go forward for authorisation as their use is already very tightly controlled.



	NG
Actions
	Min 19/13 Industrial Emissions Directive (formerly IPPC) 

Neil Goodlad informed the Committee that he is spending 2 days a week working on IED as the BAT conclusions for the Ferrous Sector need now to be introduced into existing permits. The Non-Ferrous Metal Industries BREF is a draft in progress and Bill Smith asked how he could find out who the UK regulator representative was. NG suggested he speak to Richard Vincent at DEFRA. It was clear that early involvement of sector TAs was vital in ensuring that the BAT conclusions reflected the sector ability to comply with a 4 year period. If a site is unable to comply with the BAT conclusions it will need to apply for a derogation detailing which aspects of the BAT conclusions it can’t comply with and what actions it will be taking to ensure compliance in the future. The expected timeline for compliance will be along the lines of: BREF reviewed and issued followed by the BAT conclusions - Regulator discusses with industry and produces a BAT gap analysis – “draft” permits developed for discussion with each site – then full permit issued to comply with IED.

NG informed the committee that the EA website is in the process of being moved to the www.gov.uk website but many of the sector specific guidance documents would not be transferred or be produced in the future. JO asked if this also applied to the MCerts accreditation information. NG agreed to check this out and report back. 

Min 20/13 HSE matters
PS informed the Committee that the HSE would be retaining its own website and not migrating to www.gov.uk 
Revised drafts of three Approved Codes of Practice (ACOPs) are now under consultation:
L5 - Control of substances hazardous to health (COSHH):  
CD259 – Consultation on Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (as amended).  Key changes and access to the Consultative document is available at the following link:   http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd259.htm
L8 - The control of legionella bacteria in water systems:  
CD258 – Consultation on Legionnaires' disease: The control of legionella bacteria in water systems (L8).  Key changes and access to the Consultative document is available at the following link:    http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd258.htm
L134-138 - Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations (DSEAR): 
CD254 – Consultation on Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations 2002.  The five existing ACOPs have been consolidated into a revised L138.  Key changes and access to the Consultative document is available at the following link:  http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd254.htm
L24 – “workplace health, safety and welfare” 

CD253 – A consultation on the revised approved code of practice. 

Link is at http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd253.htm
This ends on 30th July.
Consultation began on 3 June and will end on 23 August 2013.
A report is available on the first 6 months operation of the Fee for Intervention (FFI) scheme. Full details at http://www.hse.gov.uk/aboutus/meetings/hseboard/2013/260613/pjunb1362.pdf
New online guidance has been launched by HSE to make it easier for employers to understand what they need to do to check and protect their workers’ health. The new online guidance replaces HSG61 Health surveillance at work. It can be found at 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/health-surveillance/index.htm  
Management of H&S at Work Regulations ACOP is being withdrawn as from the end of July 2013. This information will be incorporated into HSG65 Successful H&S management (revision now due) and into other information on the HSE website management pages http://www.hse.gov.uk/managing/index.htm.  
From 1 October 2013 changes will be introduced to the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR) that will simplify the mandatory reporting of workplace injuries for businesses, while ensuring that the data collected gives an accurate and useful picture of workplace incidents. Full details can be found at:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/october-2013-changes.htm
PS informed the Committee that a bath restoration company had been fined for safety failings after a worker died from inhaling toxic fumes. The worker was using an industrial paint and varnish remover to strip the coating from a bath when he was overcome by the fumes. The stripping agent contained dichloromethane. 
Biological Monitoring Update
The Health & Safety Laboratory (HSL) is working on a supplementary report looking into glove selection and other issues arising from the original report (not within the original remit) eg analysing freeboard zones & BM results. HSL is also undertaking research into engineering controls after installing a small plating bath line at the Buxton site. The joint HSE / SEA guidance on the use and control of hexavalent chromium and nickel needs to be discussed and revised in light of this research.

	
	Min 21/13 BERR (DTI) & DEFRA

Nothing further to add

	
	Min 22/13 Environment Agency Matters

The Environment Agency had been subject to its triennial review and the outcome had been very positive full details can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/triennial-review-of-the-environment-agency-ea-and-natural-england-ne
NG informed the Committee that there had been reported “bogus” EA inspectors visiting sites and the use of with what appeared to be an EA badged van “collecting” scrap material. EA inspectors will always carry ID and a warrant card but if in doubt the national helpline can be contacted on 0800 80 70 60.

The surface treatment sector is a high-performing sector but it has been discovered that some sites may have been put into the A band by default and that scoring discrepancies may have occurred. New guidance has been issued to inspectors and it will be interesting to see what the outcome of this is. 

NG gave an overview of the Sector Scorecard that had been developed to give EA directors a quick overview of how the various sectors regulated by the EA were performing. NG will see if this information can be released to the Committee. The Scorecard includes information on the NIRS – National Incident Reporting System which records environmental pollution incidents.



	
	Min 23/13 Specialist Reports

23.1
Zinc
William Smith informed the Committee of ongoing work to take into account the bioavailability of metals when developing Environmental Quality Standards (EQSs). Useful information at:
http://www.rsc.org/images/metals-in-water_tcm18-222182.pdf
23.2
Nickel.  
The Nickel Institute has been very active in its advocacy efforts and has produced a number of reports looking into possible alternatives to the use of nickel in our sector. They are also holding a workshop on risk management options under REACH on 1st October 2013 in Brussels.
23.3
Chromium / PFOS / COMAH

Nothing further to add
23.4
Waste Treatment 

A member company has informed the Committee that their local water company will not allow the disposal of any tartaric acid to foul sewer. Tartaric / Sulphuric acid (TSA) anodising has been put forward as a suitable replacement for chromic acid anodising.
23.5
Organic Coatings
Nothing further to add


	Actions
	Min 24/13 Association / Institute reports

24.1
BSTSA
Nothing further to report
24.2
IMF
The Irish branch will be holding a seminar at Seegate, Northern Ireland on 17th September
http://www.materialsfinishing.org/attach/Seagate%20Seminar.pdf
24.3
IVE
Nothing further to report
24.4
CHTA

Nothing to report


	
	Min 25/13 Any other business

The Chairman informed the Committee that the SEA website was being updated and a web-based group would be set up for the Committee. This will enable members to exchange information in a secure environment and to be kept up to date with developments in-between meetings.


	
	Min 26/13 Dates of next meeting
22nd October 2013


Signed

…………………………………………………………………………       
  Date   ……………………………

Chairman
DE/07/13






