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 Health, Safety & Environment Committee

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2013 at 10.30am in the Board Room of Federation House, 10 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LT.

	Present:
	Andy Bartlett
	Anopol Ltd

	
	Cathy Phillips
	Rolls Royce

	
	Chris Taylor
	Vitreous Enamel Association

	
	David Cass
	Anopol Ltd

	
	Desmond Makepeace
	Zinc Information Centre

	
	John Oliver
	Anochrome Group

	
	Lee Cooper
	MacDermid Ltd (BSTSA)

	
	Malcolm Griffiths
	AdQual

	
	Neil Goodlad
	Environment Agency

	
	Paul Smith
	HSE

	
	Richard Woodward
	Schloetter (BSTSA Reserve)

	
	Roger Hooper
	Nickel Institute

	
	Ron Read
	Institute of Materials Finishing

	
	Wieslaw Piatkiewicz
	ICDA

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Adrian Walker
	Rimex Ltd

	
	Bill Southworth
	BSTSA

	
	Chris Brookes
	TWB Finishing

	
	Jan Hughes
	Poeton Industries

	
	John McAlindon
	HSE Bootle

	
	Lee Grant
	Stainless Plating

	
	Mervyn Brown
	Haven Environmental

	
	Paul Burke
	Texturing Technology

	
	Paul Handley
	Heat Treatment 2000 Ltd (CHTA)

	
	Paul Lansdell
	Hart Materials (IMF)

	
	Peter Atkinson
	Dowding & Mills

	
	William Smith
	Zinc Information Centre

	
	William Southall
	Frost Electroplating

	
	
	

	In attendance:
	David Elliott
	SEA/Secretary/Acting Chairman


________________________________________________________________________________________
	Actions
	Min 27/13 Apologies

As listed above.



	
	Min 28/13 Approval of Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the acting Chairman.


	
	Min 29/13 Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that were not covered by the agenda, but Neil Goodlad confirmed that the MCerts web pages would be moving to the www.gov.uk website in the future.


	Actions


	Min 30/13 Correspondence
We have received the following correspondence:

1 – Notification from the International Chemicals Unit of the HSE regarding the publication of CLP guidance by DG Employment: Full details at: 

Leaflets
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=7639&furtherPubs=yes
Guidelines
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=7634&furtherPubs=yes
EU-Bookshop:
Guidance
http://bookshop.europa.eu/is-bin/INTERSHOP.enfinity/WFS/EU-Bookshop-Site/en_GB/-/EUR/ViewPublication-Start?PublicationKey=KE3013226
Leaflets
http://bookshop.europa.eu/is-bin/INTERSHOP.enfinity/WFS/EU-Bookshop-Site/en_GB/-/EUR/ViewPublication-Start?PublicationKey=KE3013227
Pocket cards
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/new-chemical-labelling-pbKE3013229/?CatalogCategoryID=V_wKABstsBoAAAEjpJEY4e5L
2 – Notification from the International Chemicals Unit of HSE regarding the publication of the 5th ATP to the CLP Regualtion. Full details at:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:261:0005:0022:EN:PDF
3 – Notification from DEFRA regarding the 2014/5 fees and charges consultation for LAPPC and LA-IPPC processes. Full details at:

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/atmosphere-local-environment-team/lapc-fees-and-charges-2013-14/consult_view
4 – Notification from DECC of a call for evidence on the balance of competence between the UK and the EU on energy. Full details at: 

https://econsultation.decc.gov.uk/decc-policy/balance-of-competence-energy-review/consult_view
5 – Notification from BIS of the publication of interim guidance for the WEEE Regulations 2013. Full details at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-2013-government-guidance-notes
6 – Update from the EA regarding the Industrial Emissions Directive – copy attached.
7 – Notification from EA of restructuring plans – copy attached.
8 – Notification from the EA regarding the publication of the Sustainable Business Report for 2012. Full details at: https://brand.environment-agency.gov.uk/mb/WZ5vk
9 – Notification from DEFRA regarding the consultation on proposed changes to the H1 Risk Assessment Framework. Full details at: 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/ep/h1_1/environmental
10 – Notification from the HSE regarding the publication of a series of new information sheets regarding working with various substances. The chromium leaflet can be seen here: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg346.htm?eban=govdel-coshh&cr=29-Oct-2013
11 – Notification from the HSE regarding their proposals to amend the REACH Enforcement Regulations 2008 to take up a derogation from a European ban on certain uses of dichloromethane (DCM)-based paint strippers. Full details at:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd265.htm
12 – Notification from the Borough of Telford & Wrekin regarding Primary Authority. This could be particularly useful for companies with sites regulated by different local authorities. Full details at:
http://www.bis.gov.uk/brdo/primary-authority


	Actions
	Min 31/13 REACH & GHS

The Chairman informed the Committee that the German Consortium, Vecco eV http://www.vecco.de/ had begun a legal challenge to the European Commission’s listing of chromium trioxide for authorisation. They are arguing that the data presented by the German Authorities to ECHA, when analysed by German statistical experts, shows that risks are properly controlled and that there would be no real benefit in terms of improved human health and environmental protection. Therefore an exemption under article 58-2 should be granted.
Following on from one of our House of Lords briefing luncheons, the cross sector REACH group was able to have significant input into the Prime Minister’s Business Taskforce, established to look at reducing EU red tape. The report was used by the Prime Minister in his discussions with other EU leaders at the recent European Council meeting. A significant number of Member States agreed with the UK approach. The Taskforce report can be seen here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cut-eu-red-tape-report-from-the-business-taskforce
The Chairman gave an overview of his recent presentation at the recent European Parliament breakfast meeting discussion the impact of REACH on SMEs. The event was hosted by the Austrian MEP, Paul Rübig and apart from the Chairman’s speech, presentations were given by Gwenole Cozigou, Director for Resource based Manufacturing & Consumer Goods Industries at DG Enterprise & Industry, Bjorn Hansen, Head of Chemicals Unit, DG Environment, Julie Girling, MEP – SW England and Johannes Lusser, Collini Group, Austria. It is planned to take a group of members to meet with Bjorn Hansen in the New Year.

There was a discussion regarding the approach that the USA seems to be adopting – risk management rather than substance elimination. It was agreed by all that this is a sensible way forward and it is possible to operation processes with SVHCs without any occupational exposure occurring.

Recent information from the EU Forum for the Exchange of Information indicated that there had been 500+ REACH enforcement inspections in the UK, 317 in France, 279 in Germany and just 2 in Italy – so not much a level playing field then...


	NG

	Min 32/13 Industrial Emissions Directive (formerly IPPC) 

The Chairman informed the Committee that there would be a scoping meeting for the revision of the STS (Surface treatment using solvents) BREF on 26th November, hosted by the local authority unit of the Environment Agency.
NG informed the Committee that the Ferrous BREF revision provided a number of key learning opportunities for future BREF revisions. The first being the need for industry to engage in the revision process from an early stage and to ensure that BAT Conclusions are actually achievable. Once BAT Conclusions are published, the EA will issue Regulation 60 Notices asking operators if they are going to be able to comply with the BAT Conclusions with the next 4 years. If they are unable to comply, they will have to explain why not and apply for derogation. The maximum time limit of derogation will be a further 4 years. If key pieces of plant & equipment have an accepted life span of say 10 years, then this should be stressed during the BREF revision process.

Richard Vincent at DEFRA will play a key role in BREF revision process and ensuring that UK industry is not “disadvantaged” by the process. Chris Smith is the project manager for IED within the EA and NG will see if he is available to present at the next meeting.


Min 33/13 HSE matters
PS informed the Committee that the provisional data released by the HSE revealed that 148 workers were fatally injured between April 2012 and March 2013, compared with 172 in the previous year.   The rate of fatal injury has dropped to 0.5 per 100 000 workers, below the five-year average of 0.6. There were 423 members of the public fatally injured in accidents connected to work.   Of these deaths, 310 (73%) related to incidents occurring on railways (including acts of suicide or trespass).

HSE has published changes that will simplify the mandatory reporting of workplace injuries for businesses. Changes to the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR) 1995 will clarify and simplify the reporting requirements, while ensuring that the data collected gives an accurate and useful picture of workplace incidents. Full details at http://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/october-2013-changes.htm
From 1 October 2013, the Health and Safety (First Aid) Regulations 1981 have been amended, to remove the requirement for HSE to approve first aid training and qualifications.  The changes are part of HSE's work to make it easier for businesses and other users to understand how to comply with health and safety law, whilst maintaining standards.  They apply to businesses of all sizes and from all sectors. Advance copies of 'The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981', 'Regulations and Guidance (L74)' and 'Selecting a first-aid training provider (GEIS3)' are now available on the HSE website.
Following on from the biological monitoring project, new guidance documents are being produced for both nickel and chromium surface treatment processes. WP agreed to comment on the chromium documents. The Health & Safety Laboratory (HSL) have now installed their plating plant and will start to investigate the performance of various engineering controls such as croffles, LEV, freeboard height, mist suppressants, solution agitation etc.
PS agreed that his email regarding the reclassification of nitric acid could be circulated to the Committee.


	
	Min 34/13 BERR (DTI) & DEFRA

The Chairman informed the Committee that he would be taking a small group of members to meet with Keith Bailey at DEFRA to discuss the impact of REACH on SMEs in our sector. NG asked if anyone knew if the Better Regulation Executive (BRE) would be looking at legislation in our sector in the near future – nobody had heard anything on this.


	NG
	Min 35/13 Environment Agency Matters

NG explained that the EA would be undergoing a period of restructuring with the likelihood of them moving from a 3 tier (national, regional, area) operation to a 2 tier (national & area) operation. A total of around 1600 posts will go by the end of October 2014. This may well have an impact on the time spent on activities with industry bodies. The EA will also be looking for assistance from industry regarding the type of sector specific guidance required and, where possible, the dual badging of appropriate guidance.
One of the key areas for next year will be hazardous waste audits and all regulated sites will be visited. All regulated sites will be given a U (un-assessed) banding until the visits and reassessments have been completed. JO asked if there was any guidance on what would be required from a hazardous waste audit. NG agreed to see what information was available and could be provided.

The Sustainable Business Report has been published and gives an overview of sector performance. The next stage is to see how each of the sub-sectors are performing e.g. surface treatments is a sub-sector of the metals sector.



	NG
	Min 36/13 Specialist Reports

36.1
Zinc
The Committee were informed that both zinc and copper are being treated as Specific Pollutants under the Water Framework Directive. Both will be monitored as the dissolved bio-available fraction of metal for EQS (Environmental Quality Standards) compliance. Zinc will however be monitored on the Added Risk basis ie the natural background will be deducted for the measured bio-available amount. Copper compliance with the EQS will be straightforward bio-available monitoring. The assessments for both metals will be carried out using a tiered approach, with successive steps in the assessment being carried out, with additional refinement that may lead to use of a full Biotic Ligand Model determination as the final step to see if EQS exceedance under Water Framework Directive requirements has in fact occurred.

 

NG will see if he can get an EA WFD expert to attend a future meeting.
36.2
Nickel.  
RH reported that there hadn’t been the predicted increase in dermatitis cases following the Royal Mints introduction of nickel plated coinage.
The revised EN 1811 is, as anticipated, causing many problems – articles that previously passed are now failing and some articles are being designated as neither a pass nor a fail!! Both BSI and the Swiss standards agency have asked for a further revision in an attempt to sort out these problems. The spectacle industry managed to get a derogation from EN 1811 and are looking to produce their own testing standard by the end of the year.

36.3
Chromium / PFOS / COMAH

WP informed the Committee that the World Health Organisation (WHO) had produced a draft Concise International Chemical Assessment Document (CICAD) for hex chrome. Full details at:
www.who.int/entity/ipcs/publications/cicad/cicad.78.pdf
36.4
Waste Treatment 

Nothing to add
36.5
Organic Coatings
MG informed the Committee that he had recently attended an IOSH meeting and that a list of risks in the workplace had been given with paints at the top of the list. He feels that the industry is suffering with increased restrictions being placed on isocyanates and bisphenol A.


	Actions
	Min 37/13 Association / Institute reports

37.1
BSTSA
Nothing further to report
37.2
IMF
RR asked the HSE if they had banned people from testing fire extinguishers by actually setting them of. PS replied that he had not heard of anything like this and couldn’t see where it might have come from. Fire extinguishers need to be tested by a competent person.
37.3
IVE
CT reported that their sector was having issues with substances that come into contact with water intended for human consumption. 
37.4
CHTA

Nothing to report


	
	Min 38/13 Any other business

WP expressed his concern regarding the current consultation guidelines and called for interactive debates to be part of the process. All too often, the consultation process is carried out because it has to be carried out and there is absolutely no intention on paying any attention to issues raised during the process – the decisions have already been made. Lord Goodlad is the Chairman of the Secondary Legislation Scrutiny Committee within the House of Lords and could be a potential invitee to our next House of Lords Briefing luncheon if we wish to discuss this issue.


	
	Min 39/13 Date of next meeting
21st January 2014


Signed

…………………………………………………………………………       
  Date   ……………………………

Chairman
DE/11/13






