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The challenge 

Defra has a lot of data. Its roles within farming, the rural economy, and management of the 
natural environment mean it collects all sorts of data about all sorts of geographical 
features, natural phenomena, agricultural activity, and much more besides. Across the 
Defra Group, we know our futures depend on being data-driven organisations. To this end 
the Data accelerator programme has begun; with an Open Data project designed to release 
8,000 datasets into the public domain as Open Data by June 2016 

Our contribution as part of this ambition is to publish 1,500 datasets as Open. 

What is Open Data? 

Open Data is data is made available by organisations, businesses and individuals for anyone 
to access, use and share free of charge. 
 
We hold a lot of data in all parts of the Environment Agency. Our data allows us to do our 
jobs and to make good decisions about the environment and our organisation. We have 
made some of our data available in the past, often by charging people for a licence to use 
the data. 

This is changing.  All data is now considered Open Data unless there is a good reason not to 
publish it as Open Data.  This is a fundamental change to the way we work and is our new 
business as usual. We are starting with the datasets we already release, but it applies to all 
the data we hold.   
 
We will publish our data online at data.gov.uk with an Open Government Licence (OGL); 
this allows people to use the data with very few restrictions. We will publish raw data 
rather than summary figures so that people can use and analyse the data.   

 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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What datasets will we make open? 

Some of our datasets are already open. You can see many of them here. 

The Environment Agency is now open by default, we will share as much of our data as 
possible as open. This will take time so you will see some datasets made open before 
others; our priority is to publish the data our customers will find most useful. 

The Environment Agency Data Advisory Group (EADAG) is helping us to understand what 
our customers need from us. The group is made up of representatives from companies, 
academia and interest groups that use our data. 

What about commercially confidential or secure data? 

Before we publish a dataset, we check there are no reasons preventing us from publishing 
it. Checks include making sure we protect peoples’ personal data, checking national security 
concerns, removing records we have accepted as commercially confidential and ensuring 
that we own the intellectual property for the data.   

Some data from operators is already made available to anyone under public register 
requirements. 

How can I find out more? 

• If your query is site specific please contact your local regulatory officer. 
• If your query relates to an industry sector please contact the relevant sector lead. 
• For general enquiries telephone 03708 506 506 or e-mail 

enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Links to other relevant information: 

The Open Data Institute 

Defra Open Data Strategy 

 

 

http://data.gov.uk/data/search?publisher=environment-agency&unpublished=false&license_id-is-ogl=true
http://eadag.org/
mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.theodi.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/defra-open-data-strategy

