
Latest HSE Updates October 2021 

 

1. HSE Metal Fabrication Inspections 

The current programme of inspection visits that started in May 2021 is ongoing.  

As of 15th October, HSE inspectors had carried out inspections in 1000 premises, looking at 

control of welding fume and exposure to metal working fluids. 

Visits are generating significant levels of enforcement, particularly in relation to the poor 

management of, and control of exposure to, water-mix metal working fluids.  

The programme of visits will be extended until the end of the HSE work-year in March 2022. 

Information on controlling exposure to these substances is available at: 

About metalworking fluids - Metalworking fluids - HSE 

Welding - HSE 

 

2. COVID 

 

The HSE website contains valuable information on how to control the spread of COVID 19 in 

workplaces. There is particular importance attached to good ventilation and the HSE website 

dealing with ventilation has been updated, with links to guidance from external organisations 

like CIBSE on how to provide effective ventilation 

 

Ventilation and air conditioning during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic (hse.gov.uk) 

 

The section on ventilation also gives advice about using carbon dioxide monitors as a means of 

assessing whether there is sufficient ventilation in a particular work area. 

 

3. REACH 

 

If REACH is important to your business, then I recommend that you sign up to e-bulletins to keep 

you up to date with the changes in this area. 

 

UK REACH: eBulletin signup (hse.gov.uk) 

 

The following extract is from the latest bulletin dealing with Downstream User Input 

Notifications (DUINs) 

 

REMINDER: Downstream User Import Notifications (DUINs) are required by 27 

October 2021 

The DUIN process enables existing supply chains to continue and allows businesses time to determine how best 

to comply with the registration obligations under UK REACH.  

  

https://www.hse.gov.uk/metalworking/about.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/welding/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/reach/ebulletin/index.htm


However, to keep the chemical substances in their supply chains on the UK market, businesses need to make 

sure that the relevant substances are eventually registered for UK REACH purposes. 

  

You will be able to make use of this notification provision if you: 

• Have acquired importer obligations under UK REACH as a previous downstream user or distributor of a 

substance covered by an EU-based registration, or 

• you were previously covered by an Only Representative in the EU/EEA you are able to make use of this 

notification provision to ensure continuity of supply. 

Downstream users can notify the HSE of their intention to continue importing substances from the EU or EEA by 

27 October 2021 using a Downstream User Import Notification (DUIN). 

 

4. HSE App 

 

The HSE App is now available to download. It is designed for small and medium sized companies 

and those new to health and safety and is designed to give them the basics about their health 

and safety duties and point them towards sources of information and guidance. 

 

HSE mobile app 

 

5.  Recent Prosecutions 

 

a) Worker badly injured when 7.7 tonne steel structure moved uncontrollably during 

fabrication. There was a lack of planning and safe systems of work during lifting and 

positioning the fabrication using forklifts. Company fined £25,000  

 

Engineering company fined after employee suffered serious injuries | HSE Media Centre 

 

b) A reminder that the CDM regulations apply to the installation of new plant and machinery in 

a factory and that commissioning of new equipment needs to be properly planned and 

responsibilities clearly agreed with contractors before the work starts. Company fined 

£300,000 after workers exposed to dangerous concentrations of sulphur dioxide during 

commissioning a new production line 

 

Food manufacturer fined after workers are exposed to sulphur dioxide | HSE Media Centre 

 

 

c) Hot works on plant and equipment needs to be properly planned, the area and the site of 

the welding made safe, including vessels, tanks and pipework and a rigorous permit to work 

system enforced. Company fined £1,000,000 after explosion during welding of a tank 

 

Chemical company fined £1million for fatal explosion | HSE Media Centre 

 

d) Worker diagnosed with occupational asthma from exposure to metal working fluids. Six 

months after HSE inspection company had not implemented required actions. Fined £15,000 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjMuNDYzNDA4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oc2UuZ292LnVrL3JlYWNoL2R1aW4uaHRtP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Y2hlbWljYWxzLWd1aWRhbmNlJnV0bV90ZXJtPWR1aW4tZGVhZGxpbmUmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9cmVhY2gtMjMtc2VwLTIxIn0.kkx-lMcy2OUMFRtJGtm0vWOg1XJogzifLOMlODHAdVA%2Fs%2F615666382%2Fbr%2F112777127265-l&data=04%7C01%7CMartin.Giles%40hse.gov.uk%7Ce51c5eafda1141715b8508d97e7dbe99%7C6b5953be6b1d4980b26b56ed8b0bf3dc%7C0%7C0%7C637679900797462374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=j0TU3Lq59lqt0PH%2BfN9ljxrVc%2FiPG7iis2SZrqxQZe0%3D&reserved=0
https://books.hse.gov.uk/HSE-Mobile-App?utm_source=hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=refferal&utm_campaign=hse-solutions-app&utm_content=home-page-news
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/30/engineering-company-fined-after-employee-suffered-serious-injuries/
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/06/food-manufacturer-fined-after-workers-are-exposed-to-sulphur-dioxide/
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/16/chemical-company-fined-1million-for-fatal-explosion/


Doncaster engineering company fined after worker diagnosed with occupational asthma    | 

HSE Media Centre 

 

e) Worker soaked in water based degreaser as he attempted to deal with a major spillage at 

work. Company did not have systems in place to deal with spillages and the worker was not 

wearing correct PPE. Suffered chemical burns to arms and leg. Company fined £100,000 

 

Rotherham company fined after worker suffered chemical burns    | HSE Media Centre 

 

 

https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/23/doncaster-engineering-company-fined-after-worker-diagnosed-with-occupational-asthma/
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/23/doncaster-engineering-company-fined-after-worker-diagnosed-with-occupational-asthma/
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/07/15/rotherham-company-fined-after-worker-suffered-chemical-burns/

